[Age and changes in the number of endocrine cells in the stomach and their role in senile atrophy of the gastric glands].
In the gastric mucous membrane of 40 rats representing 4 age groups (pubertal, mature, old and very old age) per 10 animals in each, thickness of the mucous membrane has been measured by the argyrophil method of Grimelius and the argentaffin method of Masson - Hamperl and the number of the endocrine cells has been counted. The thickness of the mucous membrane and the length of its glands, as well as the number of argyrophil cells increase from the pubertal towards the mature age. From the mature up to the old age the number of argyrophil cells rises in the antral part, and in the acid-producing zone it significantly decreases. The number of argentaffin cells in the stomach does not change from the pubertal towards the old age. In the very old age, against the background of atrophy of gastric glands, the number of both argyrophil and argentaffin cells decreases in both parts of the stomach studied. The data obtained are discussed taking into consideration functional role of various types of endocrine cells, producing biologically active peptides and monoamines.